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Coastal West Africa
The Strategy to Prevent Conflict and Promote Stability (SPCPS) is a
joint effort by the U.S. government and partners to address root
causes of instability and build durable, inclusive peace. It realizes th
vision of the bipartisan Global Fragility Act of 2019. Together with
partners, we’re advancing SPCPS through 10-year whole-of-U.S.
government plans that were created through extensive consultations
and will be continually updated. The Coastal West Africa region —
specifically Benin, Côte d’Ivoire, Ghana, Guinea, and Togo — is one o
five partner countries/regions identified in the SPCPS.
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10-Year Plan Objectives in Coastal West Africa
The 10-year plan for Coastal West Africa focuses on preventing the spread of violent
extremism from neighboring countries in the Sahel. It was developed after consultations with
national, regional, and local partners including over 100 representatives from civil society
organizations. The plan is linked to and supports African-led regional efforts and national plans
such as Côte d’Ivoire’s 2021-2025 National Development Plan and Benin’s National
Development Plan 2018-2024. The plan promotes regional cooperation while increasing trust
among national and local actors. Our efforts aim to:

1.  Strengthen social cohesion within and between at-risk communities.
2.  Improve government responsiveness, inclusion, and accountability to at-risk communities
3.  Enhance security force responsiveness and accountability to at-risk communities.
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Left: Secretary Blinken meets with Ivorian President Ouattara in Côte d’Ivoire, January 2024. (Official State Department photo by Chuck
Kennedy) Right: Participants of a USAID program in northern Ghana in a trauma healing exercise after experiencing violent conflict. 

What Makes Our Work under SPCPS Different?
SPCPS is a transformative effort to change how the U.S. government works to prevent and respond to conflict.
It calls for the U.S. government to prioritize local partnerships and integrate its diplomacy, development, and
defense efforts to be more strategic, proactive, and efficient. First released in 2020, the SPCPS outlines four
goals to promote peaceful, resilient nations. The full strategy and 10-year plans for each of the five partner
countries/regions can be found at: state.gov/stability-strategy
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https://www.state.gov/stability-strategy/
https://www.usaid.gov/conflict-prevention-and-stability/fact-sheets/us-strategy-prevent-conflict-and-promote-stability
https://www.usaid.gov/conflict-prevention-and-stability/fact-sheets/us-strategy-prevent-conflict-and-promote-stability
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SPCPS Activities in Coastal West Africa

Left: A USAID-supported cultural event in Benin. Right: Local community members in Côte d’Ivoire working together to build a cattle park
near the Malian border to reduce farmer-herder conflict.

To advance the SPCPS in Coastal West Africa, the United States, led by State, USAID, Defense,
and Treasury, is leveraging resources from across the U.S. government. This includes both
activities supported by the Prevention and Stabilization Fund, which was authorized by the U.S.
Congress for SPCPS, and other U.S. government efforts aligned to the 10-year plan, such as:

Border Security Training in Benin (State Department): Equipping, training, and
institutionalizing border security training across Benin’s conventional ground force.
Civil-Military Engagement (Defense Department): Supporting civil-military engagements to
promote positive interactions between the military, civil authorities, and local populace.
Coastal States Stability Mechanism in Benin, Ghana, Togo (USAID-Germany): Leveraging
joint U.S.-German funds to strengthen positive state presence and relationships with local
communities in key border areas. Activities will be co-designed with local communities and
may include supporting community engagement and government service delivery.
Community Policing Project in Togo (State Department): Strengthening the government’s
efforts to prevent political grievances and violence through community-oriented policing
and foundational police management and operations.
Resilience for Peace in Côte d’Ivoire (USAID): Reinforcing partner communities and local
government ability to reduce the drivers of conflict and the spread of violent extremism
along the northern border region through knowledge sharing, community action, and
strengthening of the communication ecosystem. 
Strengthening Regional Peace and Stability in West Africa Program (USAID): Working to
address interregional conflicts, improve state stability, and support the resilience of local
communities through activities such as youth sporting events to increase social cohesion. 

“These investments in peace and prosperity will not only
deliver returns for our priority partner nations in the
decades ahead—they will foster greater stability, success,
and security for nations everywhere and help advance
progress toward the Sustainable Development Goals.” 

— President Joseph R. Biden Jr., March 24, 2023 




